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W O R K  E X P E R I E N C E

B r a n d  C r e a t i o n  &  M a n a g e m e n t :  F o u n d e d  B u b s t e r  P l a y ,  a  b o u t i q u e  b r a n d

s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  h a n d m a d e  p l a y d o u g h  a n d  s e n s o r y  t o y s ,  w h i c h  q u i c k l y  g a i n e d  a

l o y a l  c u s t o m e r  b a s e  t h r o u g h  t a r g e t e d  o n l i n e  m a r k e t i n g  a n d  p o p  u p  s h o p s .

P r o d u c t  D e v e l o p m e n t :  D e s i g n e d  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  a  r a n g e  o f  e c o - f r i e n d l y ,

s a f e - t o - u s e  p r o d u c t s ,  r e c e i v i n g  p o s i t i v e  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  o v e r  9 5 %  o f

c u s t o m e r s  i n  p o s t - p u r c h a s e  s u r v e y s .

C o m m u n i t y  E n g a g e m e n t :  E n g a g e d  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t i n g  c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h

w o r k s h o p s  a n d  s o c i a l  m e d i a ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  i n c r e a s e  i n  b r a n d  a w a r e n e s s  a n d

c u s t o m e r  r e t e n t i o n .

F O U N D E R  &  C R E A T I V E  D I R E C T O R

B U B S T E R  P L A Y  |   O C T  2 0 2 2  -  D E C  2 0 2 3

Bangalore, India

I am a highly innovative, persistent,  and resourceful professional passionate about
creative yet practical design solutions.  My career,  shaped by experiences at industry
leaders like IKEA and Mahindra, has prepared me to bring fresh perspectives and
energy to new challenges. After a recent maternity break, which enriched my
resilience and outlook, I  am excited to re-enter the workforce and apply my renewed
enthusiasm and insights to dynamic environments.

H E L L O

CONTACT

sanaashraf1@hotmail.com

+971 501056878 

www.sanaash.wixsite.com/portfolio

www.linkedin.com/in/sanaash

Dubai,  United Arab Emirates

P r o m o t e d  R o l e :  A d v a n c e d  t o  S h o p  V i s u a l  M e r c h a n d i s e r  i n  A p r i l  2 0 2 0  f o r

I K E A ’ s  3 6 0  M a l l  P l a n n i n g  S t u d i o .

O p t i m i z e d  L a y o u t :  R e v a m p e d  t h e  s h o p  l a y o u t  t o  c r e a t e  a  c o h e s i v e  p r o d u c t

o v e r v i e w  a n d  a  v i s u a l l y  s t r i k i n g  i m p a c t  t h a t  e n h a n c e s  t h e  c u s t o m e r  b u y i n g

p r o c e s s .

I n n o v a t i v e  S m a r t  S o l u t i o n s :  I m p l e m e n t e d  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  b o o s t  s t o r e  v i t a l i t y

a c r o s s  a l l  m e d i a  b y  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  c a l e n d a r ,

u t i l i s i n g  t h e  r a n g e  t o  i n s p i r e  c u s t o m e r s  a n d  i n c r e a s e  v i s i t a t i o n .

E n g a g i n g  P r e s e n t a t i o n s :  D e s i g n e d  r e l e v a n t ,  i n s p i r i n g ,  a f f o r d a b l e ,  a n d

c o m m e r c i a l l y  v i a b l e  r a n g e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t h a t  c a t e r e d  t o  v a r i o u s  s t y l e s  a n d

p r i c e  p o i n t s ,  t o  r e f l e c t  “ L i f e  a t  h o m e ”  a n d  e x c e e d  v i s i t o r  e x p e c t a t i o n s .

P e r f o r m a n c e  A s s e s s m e n t :  E v a l u a t e d  a n d  i m p r o v e d  p r o d u c t  p r e s e n t a t i o n

p e r f o r m a n c e  t h r o u g h  c o n t i n u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  f u n c t i o n a l  r e v i e w s .

D y n a m i c  D i s p l a y s :  C r e a t e d  p o p - u p  d i s p l a y s  b a s e d  o n  m a r k e t i n g  b r i e f s  a n d

c o m m e r c i a l  e v e n t s .

C o a c h e d  T e a m :  P l a n n e d  a n d  m e n t o r e d  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  v i s u a l  m e r c h a n d i s i n g

p r i n c i p l e s .

T r e n d  A w a r e n e s s :  S t a y e d  u p d a t e d  o n  r e t a i l  a n d  h o m e  f u r n i s h i n g  t r e n d s  f o r

c u t t i n g - e d g e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .

V I S U A L  M E R C H A N D I S E R  /  A C T I V I T Y  S P E C I A L I S T  

I K E A  A L - H O M A I Z I  L I M I T E D  |  N O V  2 0 1 7  -  N O V  2 0 2 0

Kuwait

S A N A
A S H R A F
V I S U A L  M E R C H A N D I S E R

&  E D U C A T O R
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CERT IF ICAT ION

DIPLOMA IN ART TEACHING

KONSULT ART & DESIGN ACADEMY

BANGALORE, INDIA

2015

P o r t f o l i o  D e v e l o p m e n t :  M e n t o r e d  a n d  g u i d e d  a s p i r i n g  d e s i g n  s t u d e n t s  i n

d e v e l o p i n g  p o r t f o l i o s  t h a t  l e d  t o  s u c c e s s f u l  a d m i s s i o n s  t o  t o p  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n

t h e  U S A ,  U K  a n d  G e r m a n y .

C u r r i c u l u m  D e s i g n :  C r e a t e d  t a i l o r e d  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  l e a r n i n g  m o d u l e s

f o c u s i n g  o n  d e s i g n  p r i n c i p l e s ,  c r e a t i v e  t h i n k i n g ,  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s .

S t u d e n t  S u c c e s s :  E n a b l e d  o v e r  1 0 0 %  o f  s t u d e n t s  t o  s e c u r e  p l a c e m e n t s  i n  t h e i r

d e s i r e d  d e s i g n  p r o g r a m s  b y  e n h a n c i n g  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  p o r t f o l i o s  a n d

a p p l i c a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s .

F R E E L A N C E  P O R T F O L I O  D E V E L O P M E N T  E D U C A T O R

K O N S U L T  C R E A T I V E  L E A R N I N G  |  O C T  2 0 2 2  -  D E C  2 0 2 3

Bangalore, India

mailto:sanaashraf1@hotmail.com
tel:+971501056878
tel:+971501056878
https://sanaash.wixsite.com/portfolio
https://sanaash.wixsite.com/portfolio
http://www.linkedin.com/in/sanaash


Creative Instruction

Portfolio Development 

Curriculum Design 

Student Engagement 

Critical Thinking

Assessment & Feedback

Material Exploration

Resource Management

 

Project Management 

Communication & Collaboration 

Design Process

Team Leadership

Adaptive Learning

Creative Thinking

Detail  Oriented

Mentoring

C O R E  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S

M a n a g e d  B u d g e t  a n d  E x e c u t i o n :  D i r e c t e d  b u d g e t i n g ,  p l a n n i n g ,  a n d  r o l l o u t

f o r  ' M o m  &  M e '  a n d  ' B e a n s t a l k '  s t o r e s  n a t i o n w i d e ,  c r a f t i n g  a  u n i q u e  b r a n d

i d e n t i t y .

C o o r d i n a t e d  V i s u a l  M e r c h a n d i s i n g :  O v e r s a w  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f

p l a n o g r a m s ,  m a n n e q u i n s ,  g r a p h i c s ,  a n d  p r o p s  i n  a l l  s t o r e s .

R e s o l v e d  C h a l l e n g e s :  A d d r e s s e d  s t o r e - s p e c i f i c  m e r c h a n d i s i n g  i s s u e s  w h i l e

m a i n t a i n i n g  b r a n d  a n d  v i s u a l  g u i d e l i n e s .

T r a i n e d  S t a f f :  S u p p o r t e d  t h e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p e e r s ,  s t a f f ,  a n d

m a n a g e r s .

S t y l e d  D i s p l a y s :  D e s i g n e d  a n d  s t y l e d  i n - s t o r e  a n d  w i n d o w  d i s p l a y s ,

r e f l e c t i n g  s e a s o n a l  f a s h i o n  t r e n d s .

C o n t r i b u t e d  t o  M a n u a l s :  A s s i s t e d  i n  c r e a t i n g  t r a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  v i s u a l

s t a n d a r d s  g u i d e s .

A c h i e v e d  E x p a n s i o n  G o a l s :  O p e n e d  1 5  ' M o m  &  M e '  a n d  1 0  ' B e a n s t a l k '  s t o r e s

i n  3  m o n t h s ,  s c a l i n g  t o  1 0 0  ' M o m  &  M e '  a n d  2 5  ' B e a n s t a l k '  s t o r e s  n a t i o n w i d e

t h r o u g h  v e n d o r  a n d  r e g i o n a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .

E X E C U T I V E  V I S U A L  M E R C H A N D I S E R

M A H I N D R A  R E T A I L  |    J U N E  2 0 1 2  -  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 3

Bangalore, India

COMPUTER  SKILLS

SketchUp

Revit

AutoCAD

Corel Draw 

Adobe Photoshop

Adobe Illustrator

Microsoft Office Suite

ACHIEVEMENTS

IKEA TALENT MANAGEMENT

PROGRAM

Shortlisted for pilot program

2019

IKEA CONCEPT REVIEW ,  

3rd position Globally  

Contributed towards enhancement of

the store

2018

VM&RD Retail  Design Awards

Best Store Front

2013

IN-STORE ASIA, 1st place

VM challenge

2013

Mahindra RISE Award

“Alternative thinking” & “Accepting no

limits”

2013

TIME Awards

Visual Merchandising- Beanstalk

2013
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Drove Business Growth:  Developed innovative design solutions to enhance

profitability and customer engagement.

Boosted Brand Visibility:  Designed and implemented marketing strategies for

online and offline presence.

Led CSR Initiatives: Managed 'Art for a Cause' to promote art education in

underserved communities.

Created Visual Materials:  Designed all  web and print marketing and

communication materials.

Developed Educational Content: Supported course development and advised

students on creative careers,  helping them build distinctive portfolios.

Organized Workshops: Coordinated corporate workshops with industry leaders

like McKinsey, Times of India,  and Shell .

H E A D -  D E S I G N  A N D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N

K O N S U L T  A R T  &  D E S I G N  A C A D E M Y  |    S E P T  2 0 1 3  -  M A Y  2 0 1 7

Bangalore, India

S A B B A T I C A L  &  C A R E E R  B R E A K

T o o k  a  p l a n n e d  c a r e e r  b r e a k  t o  f o c u s  o n  f a m i l y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w h i l e

c o n t i n u i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h  f r e e l a n c e  w o r k  a n d

e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

M A T E R N I T Y  B R E A K

J A N  2 0 2 1  -  P R E S E N T


